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Back on Track’s
2005 Three
Holidays Party

Back on Track’s
students, families, tutors and
friends joined us on December

13 for another delightful
holiday party to celebrate
Hanukkah, Kwanza and

Christmas. This event is a way
for members of the “Back on
Track family” to get together in
a multicultural celebration of
the three holidays and to learn
from each other as we thank
the tutors for their work and
recognize our students for their
academic achievements. We
were pleased to welcome 120
guests to this year’s program.
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Rabbi Peretz Wolf-
Prusan spoke on the history
and meaning of Hanukkah as
he lit the candles of the
menorah. Mildred Hale
followed by speaking about
the values represented by
Kwanza and Fannie McDaniel
attested to the meaning and
importance of Christmas. Our
excellent holiday dinner was
prepared by Leon Bradford
and gifts were prepared for
tutors and students by the
Back on Track staff.
Additional gifts of movie

tickets for all children were
donated by the Junior League
of San Francisco. Several
renditions of holiday music

and a tap dance were
presented by the Grant
children: Eliana, Andrew,

Charles and Andreanna. It
was most certainly a fun-filled
and memorable evening!

2006 Pulpit
Exchange a
Success!

Third Baptist Church and
Congregation Emanu-ElI
commemorated Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.’s birthday and
the powerful legacy of the civil
rights struggle through the 19th
annual pulpit exchange on the
weekend of January 13-15,
2006. Both congregations
came together the evening of
Friday, January 13, at Temple
Emanu-El's Shabbat service
and on Sunday, January 15 at
Third Baptist Church for the
Sunday service.

This important event
epitomizes not only the spirit of
interdenominational
cooperation that led to the
development and growth of
Back on Track as a vibrant
multicultural program but
serves as a reminder to keep
the dream of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. alive. Each year, Third
Baptist Church, San
Francisco’s oldest and largest
African American Baptist
Church, and Congregation
Emanu-El, San Francisco’s
oldest and largest Jewish
synagogue, take this
opportunity to reaffirm the spirit

(Continued on page 2)




The Junior League of
San Francisco continues to
provide meaningful
opportunities and exposure to
Bay Area events and activities

for underserved youth. From
September through December
2005, the Junior League has
facilitated multiple field trips
and events for Back on Track’s
students including ice skating
at the Yerba Buena Gardens
and the “Children’s Book Day”,
where students in grades K-12
were given free books to read
and enjoy.

Additionally, the children
have been treated to the
holiday performances of “Deck
the Hall” and “Peter and the
Wolf” by the San Francisco
Symphony Youth Orchestra.
The Junior League also
granted Back on Track’s
special request for tickets to
the ODC Dance production of
“The Velveteen Rabbit”, where

one of the program’s students,
Charles Grant, was a featured
dancer. After the performance,
Charles returned to the theatre
to answer questions from all of
Back on Track’'s students and
chaperones.

“l thought theVelveteen Rabbit was
excellent. | enjoyed the little boy, the
beautiful rabbit and the very tall
Nana.” — Nalasha Johns Grade Four

(Continued from page 1)

of interethnic collaboration that
makes Back on Track truly
distinctive.

Rev. Amos Brown and Rabbis
Stephen Pearce, Peretz Wolf
Prusan and Sydney Mintz
spoke eloquently of the need to
sustain Dr. King’s vision. We
enjoyed the music of both
choirs, including Congregation
Emanu-El's youth choir. Most
importantly, this was a valuable
opportunity for a diverse group
of congregants from two faiths
to meet and learn more about
how we are working together in
a common mission of service

to San Francisco’'s young
people.
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Back On Track
Mission Statement

The mission of Back On Track
is to promote academic
achievement on a one-on-one
basis for students who are
otherwise not well served and
to promote a mentoring
relationship in the process.
Initially founded by Third
Baptist Church and Temple
Emanu-EIl, this non-
denominational, community
based program matches tutors
and students to Dbuild
academic skills, increase
cross-cultural  understanding
and build bridges of
opportunity among
participants.

To achieve its mission, BOT'’s
program priority will be to offer
ongoing and proactive
assessment of students’
academic/learning needs and
to deliver the appropriate help
and resources to meet these
needs during our tutoring
sessions. Our target audience
is K-12 grade students in San
Francisco. By offering quality,
one-on-one tutoring targeted
to specific student-based
needs, we are confident that

long-term mentoring
relationships will be formed
and bridges will be built

between communities.
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It® not
unusual for us here at Back
on Track to have a student
still come to a session even
though his or her tutor is out
sick. In these cases, the
student will work harder than
usual in an effort to finish
their homework. However, in
some of these cases, we
have students who are
studying for a test the next
day and still unsure of the
material, look for any help
they can get.

This rare situation
happened one Tuesday night
when a student, still unsure of
how to figure out some math
equations, came to me, Mary
the Site Coordinator, for help.
Completely unsure on the
high school level math
problems this student was
working on, | looked around
and found a student who
might know how to do it.
Although he was reading a
school book for class, |
politely went up to Richard
Sim and asked if he had any
idea what that math problem
meant and how to do it.

Not wanting to press my
luck, | told Richard that it
wasn® just one problem but
several math problems that
were giving this student a
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hard time and even if he
could just help for a few
minutes | would appreciate it,
knowing that Richard had his
own school work to finish.
Richard then looked at me
and without skipping a beat
he said, "It® okay. 1@ almost
done and | don® need to
finish this right away. | can
help." Richard and | walked
over and the two high
schoolers went about those
math problems.

| watched them for the
remainder of the evening
from my chair and | would
see Richard write something
down. | would then see the
other student take a second
look at the paper and his face
would light up as he would
start scribbling down. Richard
would then look down and
shake his head in approval. It
was in watching this student
exchange that | felt a sense
of pride for the students here
at Back on Track. This is
what the program s
about...helping students out
of the goodness of your
heart...even if you@ another
student and not a tutor. It's
this kind of spirit that makes
Richard Sim our Student
Focus.
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Paul O’Malley
By Cheryl Johnson

Paul O’'Malley is a man
who has dedicated his life to
public service both personally

and professionally. After
earning a degree in biology
and completing military
service during the Vietnam
War, Paul moved to San
Francisco and began a career
as a public health
administrator. It is a calling
that he describes as *“very
stressful and all consuming,”
leaving little time or energy
for other pursuits. Dedication
such as this can only be
called a labor of love. Paul’s
efforts paid off. Due to his
groundbreaking research in a
specialized field of biology, he
earned himself an early
retirement after 27 years of
service.

Paul began a new
chapter in his life and joined
Back On Track in September
of 2000 as a volunteer tutor
for young children. He now
holds a sterling five-year
record of consistent
commitment to the program.
| was very pleased to have
the opportunity to meet and
interview him.
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Paul shows up at my
office on time. He is casually
dressed in jeans and a kelly
green, Notre Dame
Sweatshirt with a giant four-
leaf clover plastered on the
front. He is a classic Irish
man. His demeanor is
easygoing but one of quiet
strength. He has lived in San
Francisco for 33 years, which
could qualify him as a native.
However, his New England
accent is still very apparent.
It is because he was born in
raised in Massachusetts.
You can bounce questions
and ideas off of him and he
will give you a sincere and
unassuming response. His
hidden sense of humor
shines through. Because |
am a former teacher, | believe
these are qualities that
children can connect with and
relate too. It is for these
reasons that | believe he is
successful in working with
young children. He is a
greatly valued asset to the
program. | know, because
both the staff and parents
have commented on how
grateful they are to him for his
contributions.

& 1

SF Library Recommended Reading
Our Stories: Books About Teens of
Color Livingin the United States

Non-Fiction
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H0S Patks

By Cheryl Johnson

The year was 1955
when Rosa Parks emerged
onto the political and public
scene in Montgomery,
Alabama. A simple, common
woman, who was considered
to have no voice, because
she was black, went on to
become an American legend.
Indeed, it was an interesting
time in history of great racial
divide and social injustice.
Rosa Parks grew so popular,
as a cultural icon, that her
story captured the attention of
the public eye in newspapers,
television, magazines and
political circles everywhere.

Rosa Parks, after a
long hard day at work,
boarded a bus for home. And
like most common, working
class people she was
probably tired and her feet
aching. The bus grew more
crowded and because she
was a black passenger, she
was ordered to give up her
seat to a white person. It
was time; she decided to be a

victim of social injustice no
more: She politely refused
and remained seated
regardless of the fact that she
was being threatened with jail
time if she did not obey. It
was that fateful decision that
would go down in the history
books as the time of great
social reform and beginning
of a civil rights movement
banning segregation in the
South.

This woman® legacy
stands as an example to all
Americans. We as
Americans have a God given
right to stand up for injustice
and freedom of speech. As
our Constitution states, “We
the people” regardless of
race, creed or religion have
that right. It is both our duty
and a privilege to exercise
these rights as Americans, or
the powers that be will
exercise them for us. Rosa
Parks did and in the face of
great obstacles. Was she
afraid you might ask? My
guess is YES! She decided
to do this on the strength of
her own courage and
determination and it was not
easy. Anything great worth
accomplishing never is; it
means never giving up.
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Attention Tutors!
SkillsTutor Workshop
February 13 (Monday)

Back on Track, in
partnership with Achievement
Technologies, the creator of
SkillsTutor, will present a
special hands-on workshop
for tutors on Monday,
February 13, 6:00-7:30 p.m.,
Lower  Auditorium,  Third
Baptist Church Annex.

This  workshop is
designed to address the
specific needs of tutors as
you work with your students
to develop basic academic
skills. There will be plenty of
time for questions and
answers, so please mark your
calendars! Refreshments will
be served.
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We begin the
2006 year with a renewed
commitment to our mission of
serving students in the San
Francisco Bay Area. This
past fall, our wonderfully
diverse group of students,
ranging in age from six to 17,
benefited from the dedication
of an equally diverse group of
tutors who committed two
hours weekly to their young
tutees. Equally important was
the support of our small but
exceptionally devoted staff:
Regina Herbert, Membership
Coordinator, who busily
enrolled new tutors and
parents; and Mary Salazar,
our new Site Coordinator,
who enthusiastically took
every opportunity to provide
day-to-day support for tutors,
students and parents.

We have initiated Skills
Tutor, an on-line tutoring and

academic diagnostic
resource, as an important
complement to ongoing
tutorials. Additionally, Back
on Track has integrated new
textbooks, aligned with the
official SFUSD curriculum,
into our resource library.
Moreover, as part of our
initiative to encourage
reading, we worked
collaboratively with the Junior
League of San Francisco to
sponsor our first Children’s
Book Day on November 14™.
This was an important
opportunity to build
excitement for reading as
new books were presented to
all participating children,
courtesy of the Junior
League.

A very special thanks
goes to the Junior League for
the extensive volunteer and
financial support in general

and the work of its Arts
Outreach Committee in
particular as they provide
complimentary tickets to Back
on Track for a wide variety of
cultural enrichment activities.
In the month of December,
our children attended two
events at the San Francisco
Symphony: Deck the Hall and
Peter and the Wolf.

The months ahead will
be busy as we plan training
workshops for tutors,
presentations for parents, and
field trips for youth. As a
volunteer driven organization,
Back on Track owes its
success to a superb group of
mentors as well as our board
of directors who work
tirelessly on behalf of the
young people and their
families that we serve. We
look forward to an enriching
and productive new year.

Amount Enclosed:
$25
$100
$500
1"#$ %

$50
$250
Other
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