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On May 20" 2006
Back on Track students had a
fun filled time at the San
Francisco Zoo. We were
fortunate to have the support
and supervision of our own
tutor Kristine Erving and her
husband Ryan, who took time
out to learn and explore with
our students.

We started our trip with
a stop at the African Savanna
where we saw many animals
native to the great Sahara
desert: giraffes, zebras, and
gorillas. We followed the path
to the Primate Discovery
Center where we watched
rambunctious monkeys,
chimpanzees, and lemurs
swinging around in the trees.

After our African
journey, we headed to the
Bear Grotto. We watched as
Polar Bears and Spectacled
Bears playfully romped and
swam in their pools. But the
best part of the Bear Exhibit
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was when we got to watch a
wrestling match between a
pair of grizzly bears.

After taking some
pictures of the bears, we
walked to the Koret Animal
Resource Center (ARC)

where the San Francisco
Junior Keeper Club taught us
some interesting animal facts.

We finished the day
with a trip to the Children’s
Zoo and had the opportunity
to feed West African Nigerian
dwarf goats, Navajo-Churro
(Iberian) sheep, and a variety
of ducks.

All of us declared it a
fun time and we can’t wait for
next year's, “Back on Track
Zoo Trip.”

This summer and fall,
Back on Track is offering free
SAT Preparation Courses for
our students through Kaplan
Test Prep services. Thanks to
the financial support of the Rita
Zweig Memorial Fund (a special
fund established in memory of
the late Rita Zweig, who was a
member of Congregation
Emanu-El), and the Junior
League of San Francisco, we
were able to enroll nine rising
high school juniors and seniors
in this excellent course!

Congratulations to the
following students for “going the

extra mile” in pursuit of
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Some of the tutors here

at Back on Track are
busybodies, managing several
different interests and projects
at once. With so many
activities whirling around them,
its hard to believe that they
also make the time to mentor
youth. This is completely true
with Back on Track’s always
positive tutor, Greg Maletic.

Greg was born and
raised in Flint, Michigan. At
age 13 he moved to Charlotte,
North Carolina. After finishing
high school, there he attended
Duke University where he
received his Bachelors Degree
in Computer Science. After
college, Greg headed out west
to San Francisco where he
started work with Apple
Computers. After a few years
there, he started his own
Software Company, Zero G
Software. Since then he has
sold his company and has
been immersed in several
projects. Greg is currently
finishing a documentary on the
world of Pinball gaming called,
“The Future of Pinball.”

| was glad to talk to

Greg a little about his
involvement with Back on
Track.

M: This is your first year here
with us at Back on Track. Prior
to working with us, have you
tutored or mentored before?

Gregory Maletic
By Mary Salazar

G: Yes, when | was at Duke
University | had done a bit of
tutoring there with youth.
Also, when | was living in
Huntsville, Alabama, | had
tutored high school students.

M: It sounds like tutoring is
something you have enjoyed
doing.

G: Yeah, | like to tutor but
before 1| came to Back on
Track, | hadn’t tutored in 10
years. So, it's nice to be
back.

M: This year you got to work

with two students. Tell me
about your current student,
Amber.

G: She is a good student.
Amber’s always enthusiastic,
inquisitive, and she’'s very
well spoken. She seems to
enjoy getting help.  Since
working with her | noticed she
has gotten better at her work.
M: She is lucky to have a
great tutor. Greg, what brings
you here to Back on Track to
tutor?

G: | enjoyed tutoring when |
was in college. | miss math
classes. | miss doing math
work. But for me it's nice to
give back especially with the
school system in its current
state and with graduation
rates lowering. I'd like to help
out if I can.
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(Continued from page 1)
academic excellence:

Elijah
Seymore and Jacob Seymore

(Pacifica High School),
Danielle Hill (June Jordan
School for Equity), Dariel
Maxwell (Gateway High

School), Robert Patton (Philip
and Sala Burton High School),
Karen Hu (June Jordan School

for Equity), Vivien Chau
(Lowell High School), Ben
Atnafu  (Washington  High
School), and Jacqueline

Holmes (The Urban School of
San Francisco).




Back On Track
Mission
Statement

The mission of Back On Track
is to promote academic
achievement on a one-on-one
basis for students who are
otherwise not well served and
to promote a mentoring
relationship in the process.
Initially founded by Third
Baptist Church and Temple
Emanu-EIl, this non-
denominational, community
based program matches tutors
and students to build
academic skills, increase
cross-cultural understanding
and build bridges of
opportunity among
participants.

To achieve its mission, BOT’s
program priority will be to offer
ongoing and proactive
assessment of students’
academic/learning needs and
to deliver the appropriate help
and resources to meet these
needs during our tutoring
sessions. Our target audience
is K-12 grade students in San
Francisco. By offering quality,
one-on-one tutoring targeted
to specific student-based
needs, we are confident that

long-term mentoring
relationships will be formed
and bridges will be built

between communities.

A lot of the youngsters that
come to Back on Track enjoy

spending their time, in
addition to tutoring, to
extracurricular activities.

Although after school sports
and art classes are fun, they
are also time consuming.
Sometimes these activities
conflict with their tutoring time
and it's hard to find a balance
to be able to do both.

Ariel Smith has been a strong
student who, with the support
of her mother and the help of
her caring tutor Carol, has
been able to juggle Girl
Scouts and tutoring. Every
week we see Ariel, she is
bright eyed and exuberant to
start on her homework. Not
only does she finish her
homework every session, she
also uses the remaining time
to compose original stories
and artwork. On some
occasions, Ariel even skipped
Girl Scouts to be able to get
tutoring.  Luckily, when we
discovered she was missing
out on her outside interests,
both her mother and her tutor
worked out a schedule to
accommodate her and she

was able to do both Girl
Scouts and Tutoring.

Ariel will even spend some of
her Saturdays to go to Back
on Track Field Trips, in
particular the “Imaginary Play
Workshop,” where she
impressed us with her
creativity. In the Imaginary
Play workshop, she also
helped to engage her little
sister, Jasmine, who also
came to have a good time
with us.

Ariel's drive and energy is a
wonderful example to us all
that, with a positive attitude
and a desire to experience
life, we can make the most of
every situation. For her good
spirits, we would like to honor

her with this term’s, “Star
Student”.
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We culminated the
2005-06 year with an
exceptionally active and
dedicated group of tutors and
students! We wish to thank all
the members of the “Back on
Track” family and the many
friends and supporters who
contributed to our eighteenth
year of service to San
Francisco’'s youth. A very
special thanks goes out to the
Junior League of San
Francisco for their
outstanding supportive role at
Back on Track over the past
two years.

We will begin the
2006-07 year with a renewed
commitment to our mission of
serving students in the San
Francisco Bay Area. During
the summer months, our staff

is  busily planning and
organizing a full slate of
activities  for tutors and

students this fall. We are very
pleased to announce that
Mary Salazar, our 2005-06
Site Coordinator under the
auspices of AmeriCorps, will

continue with Back on Track
in 2006-07 as Program
Coordinator. Mary brings a
wealth of experience In
working with diverse
populations to her position as
well as a demonstrated
record of commitment to Back
on Track's students in
particular. Additionally,
Regina Herbert, Membership
Coordinator, will continue to
stay busy enrolling new tutors
and students. The staff will
once again be supplemented
by an AmeriCorps intern.

Back on Track’s Board
of Directors is looking for new
members! Our board
especially seeks individuals
with interests or experience in
fundraising, the development
of collaborative partnerships
and the expansion of our
volunteer base. The time
commitment generally
involves one meeting each
month in addition to specific
project and committee work.
If you are interested in joining
Back on Track’'s Board of

Directors, please contact me
as soon as possible.

We look forward to the
months ahead as we prepare
to engage tutors, students
and parents in Back on
Track’s unique student
centered program. As a
volunteer driven organization,
Back on Track owes its
success to a superb group of
mentors as well as our Board
of Directors who work
tirelessly on behalf of the
young people and families
that we serve. We send our
best wishes to all of you for
an enjoyable and productive
summer.

Greg Vaughn
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$25
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